
Shipping 
 Satchels 

Let your customers know you care for the 
environment! 

Landfill-Biodegradability Verified by Independent USA laboratory 

Are you part of the rapidly growing  num-

ber of people very concerned about the  
use of single use plastic and its disposal? 

BioGone, through its proprietary technol-
ogy produces many every day single use 
plastic items that are landfill-
biodegradable.    Unlike conventional plas-
tic items that do not breakdown,  BioGone 
plastics will be biodegrade at an estimat-
ed 20 times faster than conventional plas-
tic satchels. 

BioGone makers of responsible products. 
Tel – 03 9676 9664;  www.biogone.com.au;  
Info@biogone.com.au 
A division of Fieldtech Solutions 
Winner of 2014 Victoria Premiers Sustainability award,  
2015 Banksia Award 

Ordering Information 
BGM2235 Shipping satchel, 22 x 35 cm, up to 1 kg, box of 100   
BGM3145 Shipping satchel, 31 x 45 cm, up to 3 kg, box of 100 
BGM4551 Shipping satchel, 45 x 51 cm, up to 5 kg, box of 100 

BioGone,  shipping Satchels  are tough 50 
micron thick to hold your goods.  Self adhe-
sive back flap makes it easy to seal.  With 
the big green microbe symbol on the front, 
your clients will immediately know this bag 
is different. When disposed to a landfill, the 
plastic satchel will biodegrade.  It will not 
left for future generations to deal with.  Re-
cyclable  too where soft plastic recycling is 
available. 

Landfill-Biodegradable Shipping Bags 



Landfill-Biodegradable Plastic 
Frequently Asked Questions 
How  is it made landfill-biodegradable?   A proprietary organic additive is added to conventional  PE 
material.  This additive draws microbes to the plastic.  In eating it ,the enzymes they secret break the plas-
tic molecules down to the point where they are then digested too.    
 
How long will it take a plastic item to biodegrade? The biodegradation time of a product depends on a 
variety of factors. These landfill-biodegradable additives will make plastic biodegrade up to 95% faster 
than conventional plastic. The thicker the plastic section, the longer it will take to biodegrade. Membrane 
films are expected to degrade in 45 days or so. Thicker sections may take 1- 5 years. If the plastic is put 
into a dry landfill it will degrade slower than a more actively managed water moistened landfill. The main 
point to realise is whether it takes a few months or multiple years it does not really matter. What does mat-
ter is that after some limited time, the product will no longer be around. We are no longer leaving our plas-
tic waste for future generations to deal with.  
 
Why do ASTM Testing to verify biodegradability? With so many manufacturers and retailers offering 
‘Green’ products it has become confusing to distinguish between what is a genuine biodegradable prod-
uct, what is a compostable product, what is a degradable product and what are unsubstantiated claims. 
ASTM tests are tests recognised internationally as being the bench mark of verifications. The ASTM test 
D5511 is a test performed by an independent laboratory to verify claims of biodegradability in anaerobic 
conditions, with the aim to replicate conditions found in a typical landfill. 
 
Is it better to recycle used plastic items? Yes we should recycle as much as possible. The EPA pro-
motes reduce, reuse, recycle and composting (a form of biodegradation) as ways to reduce waste. How-
ever according to PACIA (Plastics and Chemicals Industries Association), only 19% of plastics are recy-
cled in Australia, the rest ends up in landfill. Therefore while some plastic items can be recycled, only a 
few of them actually are and most would still end up buried in a landfill.  
 
Is there any toxic residue left after biodegradation? No. There is no toxic residue when the biode-
gradable plastic decomposes. Plastic such as polyethylene break down to CH4, C02 and organic matter. 
 
Is the additive safe? Yes, the biodegradable plastic is very safe. In fact, food packaging film made with 
the additive is USFDA compliant for food contact applications.  
 
Is biodegradation the same as degradation? No.   They are very different processes.  As it’s name 
infers biodegradation is the break down caused by naturally occurring microorganisms such as occurs in a 
landfill.   Degradation is the fragmentation of the plastic into smaller pieces of plastic due to additives put 
into the plastic to cause the molecules to rupture.  We do not want lots of small pieces of plastic loose in 
the environment. 

Plastic Property Landfill-
Biodegradable 

Degradable 

(oxo) 
Compostable 

100% biodegradable in landfills? Yes No No 

100% recyclable with other main-
stream plastics? 

Yes No No 

Degradation begins only at 
time of disposal; not during use  

Yes No Yes 

Will biodegrade without oxygen Yes No No 

Typical Plastic Shelf life, years Yes No Yes 

Will biodegrade in commercial and 
municipal composts 

Yes No Yes 

Warehouse storage conditions are 
adequate? 

Yes No Yes 

Can capture internal energy for reuse Yes No No 

Will fragment into small pieces poten-
tially harmful to wildlife 

No Yes No 


